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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT BANS ALL 
PRESS MENTION OF PATRIOTIC FRONT 

1 . ACCORDING TO SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS REPORTS, THE TRANSITIONAL 
GOVERNMENT ON AUGUST 28 PROHIBITED ALL MENTION BY RHODESIAN 
MEDIA OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS, THEIR 
LEADERS AND SPOKESMEN. THE ORGANIZATIONS WHICH MAY NOT BE 
MENTIONED ARE THE PF, THE PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT, ANC (ZIMBABWE), 

ZAPU, ZANU (MUGABE), ZANLA, AND ZIPRA. ONE ACCOUNT SAID MUZOREWA 
AND SITHOLE WERE BEHIND THE SERVING OF THE "D" NOTICES WITHOUT 
PRIME MINISTER SMITH FULLY IN THE PICTURE. ACCORDING TO 

THAT ACCOUNT, THE MOVE CAME AS A COMPLETE SURPRISE TO 
THE RHODESIAN MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND TO THE SPECIAL 
BRANCH. 
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2. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS COMMENTARY IMPLIED THAT 
THE GAG RESULTED FROM THE CONCERN THAT MUZOREWA AND 
SITHOLE HAVE FELT ABOUT THE SUPPORT THEY ARE LOSING 

TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THE ARTICLE CITES THE 
"ALMOST DAILY LIST OF RESIGNATIONS" FROM MUZOREWA S UANC 
PARTY AS A PROTEST AGAINST HIS INEPT LEADERSHIP. ALSO 
OFFERED AS EVIDENCE ARE THE INCREASING NUMBER OF 
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INSTANCES WHERE SITHOLE SPOKESMEN HAVE CONDUCTED RALLIES 
WITH ONLY A HANDFUL OF PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS PROHIBITION ON MENTION OF THE PF IS 
A RESURRECTION OF A RESTRICTION THAT WAS IN EFFECT UNTIL EARLIER 
THIS YEAR. DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS LEADING UP TO THE 
MARCH 3 SETTLEMENT, BOTH SITHOLE AND MUZOREWA ADAMANTLY 
ARGUED FOR A DROPPING OF RESTRICTIONS ON THE PF. ZANU 
AND ZAPU. THIS WAS FINALLY DONE ON APRIL 18 (CAPE 
TOWN 776). WHETHER OR NOT SMITH WAS FULLY APPRISED, 

THIS REVERSION TO SUCH RESTRICTIONS COULD REFLECT A 
GROWING CONCERN ON THE PART OF THE INTERNAL PARTIES 
THAT THE PF, AND PROBABLY MORE PARTICULARLY NKOMO, 

ARE INDEED GAINING IN POPULAR SUPPORT. 

EDMONDSON 
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